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Topic:
Wrongful convictions of black men 
Title:
The wrongfully imprisoned are fought for by an organization
Background Info:
The total number of exonerations in the United States from 1989 to the end of 2018 reached 2,372, according to the National Registry of Exonerations. In 2018 alone, 151 exonerations were recorded and 111 of those exonerations involved perjury or a false accusation. That’s more than 70 percent. In 2019, over 2,500 exonerations have been recorded And over half of the defendants in the database were black. 
Why is this story relevant:
Mass incarceration in the black community has long been a known issue. To further exacerbate the problem, African Americans have faced a staggering amount of time in jails in prisons for crimes they were not responsible for committing. The wrongly convicted have served time sentences from ten years to 50 years, and maybe even more. People who spend all these years in confinement have their lives taken from them, miss out on their families’ lives, and have to adjust to and possibly learn more about how to operate in a world that changed since they were locked up.
Potential Interviews:
A member of the Innocence Network D.C. branch
A former wrongly convicted
Supporting Elements:
Statistics
B-roll of interviewee(s)
Research Sources:
http://www.law.umich.edu/special/exoneration/Pages/Exonerations-in-the-United-States-Map.aspx
https://www.law.umich.edu/special/exoneration/Documents/Exonerations%20in%202018.pdf



















Topic:
Declining black homeownership 
Title:
Black Homeowners are decreasing
Background Info:
In 2019, the black home ownership rate reached its lowest point in 50 years at 40.6 percent. In comparison, the number for the home ownership rate of non-Hispanic whites is 73.1 percent. There’s more than a 30 point percentage difference between the races. There are multiple causes for this such as less and less affordable housing, discrimination, and the gigantic increase in studnet debt.
Why is this story relevant:
Black home ownership rate made strides in the mid 2000s, but has drastically lowered since. The lack of home ownership does give black people a consistent mode of life in terms of residence. This even affects black businesses as some of them apply for loans in hopes of stabilizing their foundation. Some owners of black businesses only have their homes as collateral, so the absence of home ownership can be tied to the foundation of a black business.
Potential Interviews:
A representative from a realestate broker association
A housing policy advocate from the Urban Institute
A local black homeowner in the DMV
Supporting Elements:
B-roll of housing in the city
Data and statistics
Research Sources:
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/business/wp/2019/02/28/feature/the-heartbreaking-decrease-in-black-homeownership/

https://www.wsj.com/articles/black-homeownership-drops-to-all-time-low-11563183015

