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				History of Broadcast News
1) I must say that I truly enjoyed The CBS Evening News program’s dedication to Walter Cronkite’s debut news broadcast. The way in which the beginning of the newscast intentionally lit the production in white and black was a classic way of being reminiscent of television’s roots while at the same time, giving us a slight taste of what the watching experience may have been like back then. It literally felt like the evening program was taking me back in time 50 years prior to that very broadcast. I’ve obviously learned about Walter Cronkite and his pioneering of broadcast news, but that has usually been the limit to which I’ve understood his role in the history of this industry. But before this assignment, I realized that I hadn’t taken many moments to imagine the debut of this show and just how momentous it would be.
While watching this edition, I was glad to observe just how much of a game changer the broadcast production was for the entire news and media industry. The fact the President Kennedy agreed to be interviewed for the genesis of broadcast showed how serious this initial feature was for the industry. I’m glad the video was able to highlight not only its impact in news, but also its impact in history. I’m personally glad that broadcast news was able to be developed by the time the Civil Rights Movement occurred so that the brutality and inequality could be visibly exposed to anyone. The product of broadcasting highlighted some of the most momentous occasions in late U.S. history, and that was a blessing.
2) Broadcast news played a critical role during the Civil Rights Movement. I believe it doesn’t get discussed enough, actually, regarding the moral and legal effect it had on the country. Because we live in a digitized world, we just automatically accept any reels or footage or notable events in history, when actually some of the very occasions we’re able to view were relatively new back then. Broadcast news was able to document the reactions to civil rights marches, walks, and protests in the mid-1900s. Anyone watching footage of the news could finally confront the oppression that black people were protesting against. They could see black people getting hosed and beaten by police officers. They could witness duly unrests that occured in sit-ins. People could finally observe the violent responses to otherwise peaceful protests by people and how the country had been treating them even before the camera lens were in focus.
While the print news covered the marches and protests, everyone couldn’t actually have some emotional feelings towards the way protesters were being treated. The radio was a crucial media at that time, but it was mainly used more so for mobilization efforts and purposes. The broadcast news could not only show the United States their major flaws and sins, but present an ugly optic of themselves to other countries. The altercations that were taking place gave the United States a bad look, and it meant President Johnson had to be more proactive with the civil rights black people demanded.
3) It is striking and amazing just how many similarities there are between the first 30 minute newscast and the ones that I see currently. I felt that the general structure for the show has remained consistent over the past decades, and the majority of things that may seem different are really just a product of technology continuing to develop and expand year after year. The format of keeping your script concise and allowing your visuals to help tell the story were relevant. There were also transitions to different reporters at various sites either interviewing people or covering a separate story. The fundamentals of the anchor following similar news writing rules while broadcasting the news to the audience and seemed to remain the same.

I noticed that the credits of contributors or affiliates or presented on screen at the very beginning of the newscast. Now, the acknowledgments and credits to any correspondence or contributors can usually be found after the conclusion of the newscast while the camera is either zooming out or doing a panoramic shot of the city in which the news had just been presented in. Something else that was different was the absence of B-rolls. While watching the first newscast, I don’t recall seeing much B-roll, if any. All of the camera footage seemed to show the direct action (ex: civil rights demonstration, President Kennedy interview) for which the story was focused on. It seems that the seeds were there but the added inclusion of B-roll in packages evolved over time.

4) CNN took a risk, but ended up succeeding in introducing a network that was omnipresent by premiering content 24 hour a day, seven days a week. Before CNN, the public had mainly been familiar with daily 30-minute newscast, but CNN decided to take news distribution and news watching to the next level by being the original cable news cast that broadcasted news and stories for  an entire day. In addition to implementing an all day cable news network, CNN was also unique in the way in which they globalized their content and their coverage. CNN was able to conduct live coverage of events going on around the world and have their reporters acquire footage that was generally unfamiliar, but new and enlightening to the public.

CNN essentially pushed the boundaries for the amount of time “allowed” for an individual or a network to broadcast news to the public. Their 24-hour news coverage also presented the idea that there was news happening at nearly any moment of the day, therefore needing more time slots to present them to viewers. In CNN’s first hour of coverage, something that stood out to me was their very first story being about a civil rights related issue. Although this story was about Vernon Jordan and occurred in 1980, it just seemed somewhat poetic to me how the Civil Rights Movement was the first movement or protest to be televised by broadcast news, and then the first story of a 24-hour cable news network was related to a civil rights leader in some way.

5) After watching “A Day in the Life of a Newsroom”, I gathered that from the outside looking in, the newsroom can appear very collaborative, active, and chaotic all at the same time. If one has never seen the daily functions of a newsroom, then obviously one wouldn’t be so knowledgeable of the demands, ideas, attentiveness, and perspicacity that are required in order to meet the deadlines. I thought that a regular day consisted mainly of like morning pitch meetings, reporters and cameramen venturing outside to retrieve interviews and footage, editing of the footage for the newscast, producers deciding how the show should be organized, and then many technical and production workers controlling the sounds, lights and broadcast for the live show.  

But, I don’t think I knew or realized just how many roles and titles contributed to the processes of receiving news, retrieving sources/reactions, and putting all of the contents together for a story package to present to the audience. I didn’t know just how critical so many behind-the-scenes jobs were to the structural integrity of even a single news show. Roles such as the assignment desk manager, managing editor, production assistant, assistant director, and more were names I weren’t aware of before. I feel like as of now, I would be most comfortable with being a video editor based on my previous experiences and assignments. I would definitely like to try production, anchoring, or assignment desk roles if the opportunities present themselves.

6) I can understand how Tamron Hall feels to a certain degree. Being in the industry for a substantial amount of time will help one to master the daily objectives that need to be completed, the routines that will help one complete them, and the potential inconveniences that may challenge one’s ability to complete everything. At some point, someone like Tamron Hall may view her experience through the lens of a reporter more consistently than a black female reporter. She may find it more suitable and manageable to approach regular challenges and requirements they contribute to her level of productivity as a reporter. It may not benefit her to constantly compound her work duties with her wondering about her racial inclusion in the space. To that degree, I get her point on looking at the road more so than looking at the roadblocks.

On the other hand, I do feel that the mere presence of an African American woman in any workplace, let alone a news room is always something that can’t be easily overlooked and seen in the rearview mirror. It is a question I feel that many young women going into the industry may truly think about, not because they are looking for roadblocks impede their progress, but for understandings of any additional trials and obstacles that they should be wary of simply due to their social class. Overall, the question of being a black woman in media can be a worthy one based on the person asking and the context in which it is presented, but I also agree that you’ll move forward if you look at what you can accomplish versus what may hold you back.


